Date

Dear





It is my pleasure to invite you or a senior colleague in your immediate office to attend the following workshop:

“Evidence-Based Disability and Disease Prevention for Elders: Translating Research into Community-Based Programs” from 8:30 a.m. Monday, December 6, 2004 to 5:00 p.m. Tuesday, December 7, 2004 in Chicago, Illinois. 

This workshop will help participants design or refine prevention strategies that proactively respond to the challenges of our aging population and the projected growth in the numbers of people with chronic conditions by implementing evidence-based interventions that will help reduce the risk of disease, disability and injury.  

Information from the Medical Expenditure Panel Survey compiled by ARHQ found that eighty four percent of the adults age 65 and older have one or more chronic conditions and sixty two percent have two or more chronic conditions. This population is admitted to a hospital, sees a physician and uses prescription medications far more often than people without chronic conditions. Limitations in activities of daily living are also more prevalent. 

This workshop supports Secretary Tommy Thomson’s prevention initiatives and was developed by the User Liaison and Research Translation program within the Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ) in collaboration with the Administration on Aging, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the National Institute on Aging and the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services. AHRQ is an agency in the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.  AHRQ’s mission includes translating and disseminating health services research and providing policymakers with information and tools they can use to assess the impact of systems changes on quality, access and cost.

STATE TEAMS 
The workshop has been designed for teams of State and community leaders who are responsible for planning, implementing, and evaluating disability and disease prevention programs.  At a minimum, teams will consist of four members representing senior staff from the State Unit on Aging, the Department of Health Chronic Disease Director’s Office, an Area Agency on Aging and a community aging service provider (such as a senior center or adult day service provider). Additional team members could include representatives from the State Medicaid Agency, a local health department, a local health system, or a researcher. Participation will be limited to only ten teams, so please apply for registration early. 

AHRQ will cover the cost of airfare (coach) and hotel costs (room plus state and local taxes) for up to five people per team for ten teams.  There is no registration fee for this workshop.
The registration application process has four components: 

· Designation of a team leader;

· Submission of the State’s intent to submit a registration application;

· Submission of a brief statement describing recent and planned activities; and 

· Submission of a completed registration application that includes each member of the team. 

Team leader We suggest that representatives from the State Unit on Aging and the Department of Health determine which agency will serve as the team leader. The team leader will be responsible for organizing the team and submitting the registration application for the team. Applications cannot be processed until they are complete. 

Statement of intent Please email your intent to submit an application to participate in the program to lbelden@nashp.org by October 8, 2004. 

Description of activity As part of the registration application, the team leader should submit a two paragraph statement that describes the State’s activities on disability and disease prevention for the elderly to date and how the State’s team will use the information presented at the workshop over the next year. This information should be limited to 300 words and should be submitted electronically to lbelden@nashp.org by Friday October 22, 2004. 

Registration application Each team leader should complete the attached registration application listing each member of team and identifying those who will need financial assistance. The registration application must be submitted by Friday October 22, 2004. 

In addition to the financial assistance for airfare and hotel mentioned above,  Continental breakfast and lunch will also be provided each day. 
WORKSHOP FORMAT
Our workshops are designed to be highly interactive.  Participants are provided ample opportunity to meet and exchange ideas with their colleagues from other States as well as with the presenters.  This approach also means that all participants will be expected to attend the entire workshop.  Past experience has demonstrated that part-time attendance detracts from the effectiveness and worth of these meetings for all who attend.  Therefore, a space will not be reserved for those who can attend only part of the workshop.

REGISTRATION INFORMATION 

Due to the anticipated demand for these workshops, please reserve your place today (even before you receive travel approval and before you make your plane reservations).   FAX the enclosed registration application form by October 22, 2004 to NASHP (Laurie Belden) at 207-874-6505 or call her at 207-874-6524. Team members whose airfare and hotel costs will be covered will receive additional information about these arrangements. 

Although we stress that these are working conferences, the atmosphere and dress are informal.   We hope you can join us.

Sincerely,

Carolyn M. Clancy, M.D. 

Director

Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality

Enclosures:

· “Evidence-Based Disability and Disease Prevention for Elders: Translating Research Into Community-Based Programs.” 

· Registration application.

