Cities Readiness Initiative (CRI) 
Past events have taught us that the risk of terrorism is real.  The ability to work together quickly to deliver countermeasures to large numbers of people in a short amount of time is a critical component of public health preparedness.  

Since 2004, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) has provided funding to help prepare major cities and metropolitan areas in responding to a large-scale bioterrorist event by dispensing antibiotics to their entire identified population within 48 hours of the decision to do so.  In total, 72 cities (at least one in every state) have received funding under the CRI and are developing strategies for enhanced communication, collaboration and response.   
Members of the Aging Services Network are encouraged to become aware of, and get involved in, planning related to the Cities Readiness Initiative, as well as other state and local emergency preparedness and response planning activities.  A list of participating cities, as well as more information about the CRI, is available on the CDC website at http://emergency.cdc.gov/cri/.   

